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BRANCH OF THE NORWALK OSTRICH FARM 


bo CIGANTIC BIRDS 


LOROSMRIGC Ey ECLlChrs 


The most interesting and peculiar sight in America. The grounds alone—six acres in extent— 
formerly known as Lincoln Park—are well wortha visit. 


FOR SALE ON THE FARM BY THE PRODUCERS 


Ostrich Peather Capes Ostrich Boas «cz coors 
aio 
ae 


The Latest and Most Beautiful Novelty 
made from Ostrich Feathers. 


1 yard, $5.50 to $13. 

1% yards, $7, $8, $10, $12, $14, $16. 
Black, $15 to $25. 1% yards, $10, $12, $14, $20. 

Drab, $12 to $16. 2 yards, $25 and $30. 


Black and White, $20 to $25. COLLARS, $3.50 to $6. 


Drab and White $20. ares, (# ire 
White, $20 to $30. , $20 and $25 


IUUeS,  Y i 
Any special color can be supplied at 2 to 3 » ANUS IES), COLOR CRs EIS 
days’ notice. FANS, Tortoise Shell Handles, $7 to $25. 


All our goods are made from our own selected raw stock. We ownover 


900 OSTRICHES ~ over 80,000 FEATHERS ¥=#arty 


Patronize home industry, and purchase California feathers, which are considered the finest in 
the world. Mail orders promptly attended to. Goods shipped C. O. D. if desired. 


Address: OSTRICH FARI1, South Pasadena, Cal. 


OSTRICH FARMING IN AMERICA. 


one > iz 

eo WV \ \ O visitor to California, desiring to see the objects of interest 

= contained in the world-famed state, fails to visit one of the 

great ostrich farms ; either the one at Norwalk, or that at 
South Pasadena, a suburb of Los Angeles, the metro- 
polis of Southern California. The production of ostrich 

Oates among the industries—the varied industries—occupying the 

attention of the inhabitants of that region, is one of the most 

peculiar and interesting. 

In 1885, Mr. Edwin Cawston, the proprietor of the Norwalk farm, 
chartered a sailing ship and embarked with fifty-two birds from South 
Africa, the home of the biped, where they are raised in large numbers. 
‘Ten perished in transit, so that forty-two arrived, after a smooth pas- 
sage, safely in California. But the imports never seemed to fully recover 
from their long sea voyage, and at this time only one of the forty-two 
survives. From them, however, a number of fertile eggs hatched, and 
now over 200 native California ostriches annually yield their tribute 
of feathers to the American trade. Considering the risk of transit, the 
wild nature of the birds, the danger of acclimatization and the long sea 
voyage, the result may be considered a decided success. ‘The feathers 
in the United States are protected by an import duty of twenty per 
cent, and are sold direct to the retail dealer, thus avoiding the commis- 
sions required for brokers at the great ostrich markets of the world. 
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In the magnificent climate of California the ostrich matures earlier 
than elsewhere, several hens having hatched broods of chicks before 
they were three years old. ‘The best feathered birds are paired off for 
breeding purposes in separate corrals, with a passage way of six feetin 
width between each corral to prevent the males fighting. During the 
laying season the males become very fierce, and can dangerously wound 
a man with one blow of the foot ; they kick forward, with a downward, 
scratching movement, and their one sharp claw is sometimes fatal. 
Should anyone beso unfortunate as to find himself near a savage bird, 


BOY ON OSTRICH. 


a certain amount of safety can be secured by lying flat on the ground, 
as the ostrich can kick dangerously only ata height of about three 
feet; this is probably the reason that these birds are so frightened 
at a dog; although they will charge a man on horseback, yet a little 
fox terrier will send them running to the farthest corner of the field. 

At Norwalk and South Pasadena the birds are kept in small cor- 
rals—so small that a South African ostrich farmer would assert that 
they could not thrive in such a small space—and are fed on alfalfa, 
sugar beets, corn and that kind of produce. ‘The experience of ten 
years, however, has shown that they thrive famously in their corrals ; 
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that they grow as large, and that their feathers are as good in quality 
and as large in size as those of the Cape. The younger birds—those 
not kept in corrals for breeding purposes—roam in troops in larger 
enclosures ; and a groop of birds running with their wings outspread, 
alarmed at some unusual sight, is a most beautiful spectacle. 

An average bird weighs about 250 pounds, and stands seven feet 
high ; it is omniverous, carniverous to some extent, and voracious ; 
it will eat stones, leather, oranges, and has been known to swallow 
gimlets, lighted pipes, and even a newspaper properly rolled for con- 
sumption. ‘The hard substances are used to grind the food in its stom- 
ach; gravel has to be supplied them freely for this purpose, just as 
fishbones to canaries. 


BABY OSTRICHES, 38 DAYS OLD. 


Early in the year, just as spring dawns, a pair will begin to build 
a nest, or rather, to scrape one out of the ground. The male bird rests 
his breastbone on the ground and kicks the sand behind; when 
one side is sufficiently deep, he turns around and operates in a like 
manner, until a round hole about three feet in diameter and one foot 
deep is the result of his exertions; occasionally he intimates to the 
female that help is required, and they take turns. The hen forthwith 
begins to lay an egg every other day, until twelve or fifteen are located 
side by side in this hole in the ground; they scatter a little sand over 
the eggs to protect them from the fierce rays of the California sun ; this 
habit has doubtless led to the supposition, printed in many ancient 
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natural histories, that the eggs of the ostrich are hatched by the sun, 
unaided by the birds. As soon as the full number of eggs are laid the 
couple share the labor of hatching ; the male bird setting on the eggs 
from four o’clock in the afternoon until nine ‘o’clock the following 
morning ; and it may be understood with what skill this is performed 
when it is remembered that 250 pounds of ostrich is bearing down upon 
fourteen eggs; at nine o’clock the hen takes his place. The male 
ostrich, however, with remarkable intelligence, relieves the female for 
an hour in the middle of the day, whilst she goes in search of neces- 
sary nourishment. A pair will follow this regime with the greatest 
regularity for about 
forty days, when the 
chicks can be heard 
—telephoning, as it 
were—in the shells. 
Frequently the 
chicks break the 
shells themselves, but 
often the hen can be 
seen pressing on the 
shell with her breast- 
bone to assist the 
youngster in making 
his debut into the 
glorious climate of 
California; some- 
times she can be seen 
taking it by its little 
head and shaking the 
shell from its body. 
In the wild state this 
ends the annual pro- 
cess; but the ostrich 
farmer-— not unlike 
the ordinary chicken raiser—industriously removes the chicks to a 
covered shed, attends to their support himself, leaving the pair of older 
birds to proceed with another setting, which they do with unwearied 
regularity ; the consequence is, that instead of fourteen eggs annually 
from one pair of birds, the ‘‘ostriculturist ’’—if we may term him— 
often produces eighty, many of which are fertile and hatch. The 
Scripture alleges that the ostrich knoweth not her young; this may 
happen in a wild state, but a tame ostrich has a proper respect for and 
pride in her offspring, if left with her. They brood them only at 


L 
Ee 


—e 


fi 


1 


A ‘TROOP OF FULL G 


ee 


5 


night time, keeping them running about allday with them in ceaseless 
motion from daylight to dark. When the chicks are taken away they 
are allowed to run in a field of alfalfa and kept warm at night in well- 
i covered boxes ; on the third day after their appearance they will begin 
1 devouring small stones and broken.bone; on the fourth or fifth, they 
i begin to eat the green alfalfa, which is the ideal food for the bird in its 
| younger state. With this its mortality is small and growth remarkably 
fast; up to the age of six months it grows at the rate of one foot a 
month. An ostrich egg weighs about three pounds, and is equal to 
thirty hen eggs ; an omelette of ostrich eggs is exactly the same flavor 
and appearance as an 
omelette of ordinary 
eggs. The unfertile 
eggs are blown and 
find a ready sale, 
decorated and plain, 
as ESO tye Nits of 
Southern California 
Ostrich Farms. They 
are sold at all the 
curio stores and at 
the farms at $1.00 
each. 
The feathers of the 
ostrich are of vari- 
_ous shades and sev- 
eral colors,according 
to the age and sex of 
the bird; those of 
the young area mix- 
ture of white and yel- 
low, turning to dark 
drab on the female, 
to black and white 
P on the male. The most valuable feathers are those of the male 
adults ; those of the female and of the young are of inferior qual- 
ity. Feathers from living birds are superior to those of dead 
foe ones ; and feathers of the wild birds that haunt the plateaus and 
wastes of Syria and Southern Africa are superior to the feathers of the 
tamed ostrich. The winged feathers are the largest and most flexible, 
and many are more or less white; those of the tail are inferior both in 
quality and color. ‘The white feathers, so called, being in most cases 
the color of ivory, are the most valuable and beautiful. 


OF FULL GROWN BIRDS. 
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Every few months the birds are éxamined and the ripe feathers 
plucked. This requires a certain amount of experience and skill; 
careless plucking will injure the growth of future feathers; a feather 
root injured, injury is done that can never be remedied; for when a 
“socket”? is pulled out a feather can never grow again. ‘The short 
feathers are pulled out without any apparent pain to the creature, as 
they are ripe and would fall off in the course of nature, if not extracted 
by the skilled operator ; the heavy wing feathers are cut off with short 
scissors, the stumps being left in the skin; these are ripe for extraction 
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FEATHER SALESROOM AT SOUTH PASADENA FARM. 


about three months after a plucking takes place. ‘The Society for the 
Suppression of Cruelty to Birds, of which the Princess of Wales is 
president, expressly excepted the ostrich from its list of unfurtunates. 
As has been said, the extraction of feathers from the ostrich, by skill- 
ful operators, is without pain to the bird, Three crops of feathers are 
yielded at the ostrich farm in two years, though, of course, plucking 
takes place more frequently. Each bird is worth about $30 per annum 
in feathers, and most of them live, in Africa, to the good old age of 
seventy years. ‘Their value varies from $40 a pair for chicks to $300 
a pair for full grown breeding birds, three years old and upwards. 
The chicks are very hardy and easy to raise, and can be shipped to 
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any point by express. Birds of any age can be supplied and prices 
quoted by writing to Edwin Cawston, Norwalk, Cal. 

The plucking of the birds is one of the occasional sights at the 
ostrich farms in South Pasadena and Norwalk; a few of the birds are 
driven into a small corral, when one by one they are introduced to a 
small angular inclosure, a long narrow bag placed over the head, with 
a hole in the end for it to breathe, one man holding the bird, while the 
operator skillfully clips and pulls all the feathers that are ripe ; being 
thus blinded he becomes very tame, but care is exercised by the men 
in keeping behind the bird to prevent the kicks that necessarily are 
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included by the creature in this performance. The narrowest part of 
the angle-shaped inclosure contains a small door, which, after the pluck- 
ing has taken place, is opened, the bag taken off, and the bird runs 
away with wings extended, quite relieved. 

The various kinds of feathers are put into separate bags; male 
and female separate, also tail feathers, wing feathers, white, black, 
gray, etc., and these all graded afterwards according to their different 
sizes. Before these feathers are useful for the purposes of trade they 
have to undergo numerous operations; first, graded ; then weighed and 
shipped to the ostrich feather dresser in Los Angeles, San Francisco 
and New York. ‘hey tie them on strings about four feet long, singly, 
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or in bunches of two or three, according to their size; then they are 
scoured, cleaned in soapsuds, and rinsed frequently, when they are 
ready for the dyer. The natural black ostrich feather is dyed black ; 
this is not only on account of its natural shade, but also because of its 
character, having a fine silk-like down; this is the glossy black of 
commerce, so much valued by connoisseurs ; and these black feathers 
are more valuable than drab. After dyeing, more rinsing in clear water 
containing starch ; then they are beaten on a smooth board until free 
from all particles of starch. After this they go to the work-room, 
where skilled operators ‘‘finish’’ them; here again they are graded, 
and this grading is even more important than the first ; years of prac- 
tice and observation are required to equip the competent operator for 
his task. Then they go to the sewing department ; the fashion of the 
single feather disappeared long ago; now each feather used in the 
trade consists of several sewn skillfully together, three, four or five 
pieces, according to the value desired. After sewing, the feathers are 
steamed, in order to allow the fibres to assume their natural position, 
which is the beautiful one, and taken charge of by the curler, who 
gives that graceful shape, both to fibres and stem, so much desired: 
From the curler they pass to the buncher, who combs them and gives 
them that fashion demanded at the time, for saie in the open market. 

The situation of the new farm at South Pasadena is a most lovely 
one, and the location has been well chosen by the proprietors; the 
grounds have been beautifully and tastefully laid out, and the sur- 
rounding scenery, green pasture, tree-clad hills and snow-covered 
mountain tops, cannot be equaled in California. A very great 
attraction, especially to ladies, is the very fine and complete stock of 
manufactured feather goods kept on hand for sale. Every article is 
priced most moderately, the leading idea being to popularize home 


industry, and to secure local patronage for a locally produced article. 
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The Norwalk Ostrich Farm 


200 BIRDS OF ALL AGES 


eS Oe dikes 


Full Grown, (4 years old and upwards), 4300 per pair. 
2to 38 Years, $250 per pair. ? 

; 5 Oy 183: Norwalk. 
Yearlings, (standing 6 feet high), $150 per pair. i Be Og ere ewe 
Chicks, (3 to 6 weeks old), $40 per pair. 


Single pairs can be shipped best by Express in crates; but in shipping sev- 
eral pairs the cheapest way is to send them by freight, a man accompanying 
paying second-class fare. 30 full grown birds can be put in one car, in which 
case a man travels free of charge to care for birds en route. The cost of a car from 
Norwalk to New York is $480; to Chicago is $360. 


WEIGHTS OF BIRDS 


Chicks, about 40 lbs per pair. 
Yearlings, about 200 Ibs each. In Crates. 
Full Grown, 300 to 330 Ibs each. 


Special Express rates can be secured by writing the proprietor. 


For further particulars address, 


EDWIN GAWSTON, 


LOS ANGELES COUNTY. NORWALK, CAL. 


Norwalk is situated 18 miles from Los Angeles on S. P. R. R. 


